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people’s atleast. Financial should be 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 


The Reformation—Then and 
the late Rev. GEORGE HANSON, 


apostolic succession and her dogma of 

ibili ome of as 
different the thers 
as night are 
opposed to the New Testament, and are in 
assumption of over vidual 
is the eae with the ele- 
mentai and inalienable of man. If 
sound a can demolish fallacies and 
sophistries the pretensions of Rome have 
been and con- 


giving. 

How do we account for this remarkable 
fact? What is the secret of Rome's domi- 
nation over the minds and hearts of millions? 
What is the appeal that she makes even to 
educated men, like Newman or Manning, 
Lord Acton or Professor Mivart? | 

There is, pre-eminently, the very arresting 
phenomenon of her historic continuity. This 
was one of the chief factors in 
the adhesion of Newman. As he tells us 
himself in his “‘ Essay on ‘eg 
(ch. xii.): ‘‘ When we consider the succession 
of ages, during which the Catholic system 
has endured, the severity of the trials it 
has undergone, the sudden and wonderful 

without and within, which have 
befallen it, the incessant mental activity and 
the intellectual gifts of its maintainers, the 
enthusiasm which it has kindled, the fu 
of the controversies which have been carried 


sistence of Rome through all change. 

the attacks from without and the crises 
within, and her apparently exhaustiess 
looked like a mortal blow at the Reformation. 
She certainly has never recovered from the 
her world-wide sovereignty. greatest 
and most ve nations forsook her 
allegiance, will never prostrate them- 
selves at her feet again. She was stripped 
of her temporal sovereigaty. The golden 
age of Rome is in the distant past. 

She has hampered herself irretrievably 
with the dogma of an infallible Pontiff, and 
must ultimately be crushed under the intoler- 
able burden of that insane assumption of 
Divine prerogative. Yet, notwithstanding 
her irreparable losses, her incredible follies 
and blasphemous assumptions, she stands 
to-day apparently as strong and resolute as 
ever, the object of unquestioning faith to 
multitudes, the recipient of universal homage, 
shorn of much of the that she once 
exercised ruthlessly against all who differed 
from her, but still excom and exe- 
crating with liberal profusion of anathemas 
all who dispute her word and renounce her 
control, and still exercising through her 
supreme head vast political influence in the 
counsels of the nations. 
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the Roman Church maintains on her ad- 1 by the development of its dogmas, 
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of Rome, the existence and 
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= clusively. Yet she still maintains her 
4 against all attacks, surrenders no privilege, 
: + and continues her activities with proud 
| | indifference to the forces arrayed against 
cas her. Her vigour seems to be unimpaired, 
4 
pe the devotion of her subjects is unabated, 
; aa and her assurance of ultimate victory is 
. apparently u lified by one tremor of mis- 
There she stands, staggered indeed by 
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| very freedom of individual judgme i? How much better is Re 
for his convictions an contradictory teaching 
© think and act for and partial 
any authority, clai # and God's word?” 
te to him what he m We insist,” urges -rotesct 
| ust not believe, then xercise of private juc | 
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| ‘transfers his Ss. Whatever man’s f 
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mand his faith 
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man would be sions in his own way, « | | 
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he relighus outlook of boys at 
now and years 
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one.” The Times {April is, 
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experienced in crime, in Cuma. 
| § activities to a special type of offence. - A , of the Soviet progress io 
ranging in age from 17 to si, versatile in Moscow) is dus to the mctivities Of the 
; the Press the most intimate details of caine | ‘of the Comeond in 
| W. S. Athean, of Boston Uni- nists; and the 
aay of the Red Army. Ducng the 
x 
seven out of every ten of 
| who were killed. In ‘Pakies, 
we the members of these organiza- — 
an active part in the eviction of 
in Germany, where four out of every five 
students are Nazis, io economic distress “"°"S 
amounting to desperation we touch one of 
| the explosive spots io moderna youth. -“* Re- Russia. 
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German Evangelical Ch 
forty million members, is a Pederal Council 
Protestarit Church grour arches in Germany, — 
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